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'l was gone': Miami Lawyer Left a Strict
Religious Group to Start a New Life

"l would have never guessed this would be my life story," said Eduardo Maura of Ayala Law, who spent eight years

strict religious community in Peru before pursuing commercial litigation in the U.S.
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Eduardo Ayala Maura, Ayala Law. Courtesy photo.

Eduardo A. Maura (https.//www.lawayala.com/immigration-lawyer-in-miami-
profile/) lived a celibate life in a religious community in Peru before he ever thought
about starting Miami firm Ayala Law.

Recruited as a teen after high school, Maura became a “consecrated layperson” in
a far-right Catholic group south of Lima, similar in some ways to a monastery, led by
priests who prescribed a strict exercise and studying regime. The lifestyle
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was "intense,” as Maura tells it, centering around the idea of being half monk, half
soldier.

“In retrospect, | think that must have helped me later in life, in terms of the discipline
that they built in me, even though I'm not a Catholic anymore and I'm not a religious 5
person today,” Maura said.

After eight years, Maura began dreaming of the family he wasn't supposed to have,
and one day broke his vow by getting involved with his secretary. That was a sign,
Maura says, that he was unhappy.

“| felt alone,” he said. “And I felt like, ‘I'm not about to live a double life, This is not for
me.' "

It was tough breaking away from the community, to whom the dichotomy of heaven
and hell was very real, according to Maura.

“They have this idea like, This is your vocation and if you don't do that you're going
to go to hell’ It sounds radical, but it is like that,” Maura said. "They obviously
couldn't kidnap me, but the amount of pushback for me not to leave was super
strong. But I always had a very strong personality, too, and | made my decision. | was
gone, in my mind.”

Maura had quickly climbed the ranks. He ran a pastoral

center and taught philosophy and logic at the community's university. But he’d made
up his mind, and left for Lima without money, a job or a degree. After months of
searching for a job in what was then a recession-struck city, Maura, then-25, was
hired as a hotel bellboy.

“I went from that to being happy having a job carrying bags,” Maura said. | didn't
care.”

But when the position was canceled two days before his start date, Maura said his
mother encouraged him to look for opportunities in the U.S. His mother had been
suffering from cancer, but her outlook was good after chemotherapy, and Maura
wanted to help support her.

New Opportunities

Maura moved to Boca Raton in 2002, where he stayed with a Peruvian friend he’d
met on MSN Chat—back when the internet was an optional commodity that most
people accessed through an internet cafe.

“It didn't turn out very well,” Maura said.

It turned out the man was gay and had gotten the wrong idea about their friendship,
according to Maura. When Maura moved out, his ex-roommate badmouthed him to
his employers, Publix and Dunkin Donuts, and he was fired.

Maura later worked as a restaurant delivery driver, and was soon promoted to cook,
then manager, partner and joint owner. But the restaurant became a victim of the
2007 recession, and Maura got a job scanning documents at a law firm.

“It was the most boring job I've ever had,” he said.
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But the job introduced Maura to legal work, and he realized, “I could do this myself.”

Maura’s philosophy professorship from Peru translated into college credits,
providing a quick path to a bachelor's degree at Florida International University,
where he paid for his studies with a locksmith job.

Maura said he was used to living with scarcity, having
grown up in a working-class family of five. So law
school offered the promise of something he

deemed crucial: financial security. After graduating in
2011, he joined Coral Gables firm Rivero Mestre,
where he says he learned the foundations of high-
quality commercial litigation. But without a full-time
job offer, Maura moved on to Vernis & Bowling, where
he said he soon felt like he didn't belong.

So he started a firm from his studio apartment on Le
Jeune Road.

“ just bought a printer and | created a company,” he

Eduardo A. Maura. Courtesy .
Photo_ Sald.

He began with immigration cases, with the help of law
professor Juan Carlos Gomez, who lfeads FIU's immigration and human rights law
clinic. Now, at Ayala Law in Brickell, Maura handles complex commercial cases, facing
off against some of the largest firms in the world.

But he still works on immigration and even litigates against towing companies. In
Gomez's view, that's because Maura never gives up on clients—even those who don't
have the money or capacity to seek help. Gomez and Maura have worked on one
man's immigration case for several years. Gomez says what Maura does for the
client borders on social work.

“Even when it's almost hopeless, Eduardo follows up and finds a way to keep it going,
to try to keep this man with his family,” Gomez said.

‘Why not?’

Maura’s former supervisor at Rivero Mestre Catherine Grieve describes him as
“fearless” and “unstoppable.”

“When facing off against highly experienced adversaries or a mega-firm, Eduardo is
excited for, not daunted by, the challenge and sees it as a tremendous opportunity
to learn and grow,” Grieve said.

Maura insists he’s “not the brightest lawyer out there,” but says he hopes to inspire
young attorneys struggling to forge their own path, worried they don’t measure up,
fear they're not good enough or that they don't belong. His message: With discipline
and a strong work ethic, they could compete with anyone.

“It's always, to me, been, why not? Why do | have to be what some former firm told
me | should be?” Maura said. “You can play in the major leagues, in the most
complex cases, in the best forums, in the best courts if you really have the passion
and the work ethic.”
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Maura’s expertise in Aristotelian logic has shaped his approach to litigation.

“Solid reasoning wins cases,” he said. “If you're just reacting to every movement the
other side is making, you're losing the case.”

Now, Maura is gearing for a mass torts trial against a U.S. corporation over claims
that its work in a Peruvian mining plant caused 1,200 children to contract lead
poisoning. He's co-counsel with two Missouri attorneys, while the defense is flanked
by 16 lawyers from lvy league colleges.

In other litigation, Maura filed a putative class action Maura playing tennis at 16.
Courtesy photo.

lawsuit

(https://www.law.com/dailybusinessreview/2018/09/21/bullied-stores-sue-
miami-mall-for-sparking-mass-exodus-over-poor-conditions/) against owners of
the Miami Mall of the Americas on behalf of more than 130 plaintiffs, who claim
retail giants Costco and Home Depot received preferential treatment over their small
businesses. A judge will rule on class certification in November.

When Maura's not working, he's exploring the world with fiancee and
attorney Pamela Ferretjans—in small increments.

“We took a five-day trip to Thailand. We took a four-day trip to Dubai,” he said. “We're
crazy.”

Maura is also a lifelong tennis player and launched the Ayala Open in July, a local
tournament for local professional and amateur players.

“I would have never guessed this would be my life story,” Maura said. “You can do
wonders if you put in the work, focus and are passionate about it.”

Eduardo A. Maura
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Education: Florida International University College of Law, J.D., 2011; Florida
International University, B.A. in Philosophy, 2008

Experience: Attorney and president, Ayala Law, 2013-present; Associate, Vernis &
Bowling, 2012-2013; Associate, Rivero Mestre, 2011-2012
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